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OF THE LATE. Fill 
\ 


Right Hon" HE 2 Y BILSON LEGGE. 


8 2 HE a of ko. who have been diſ- if 
tinguiſhed by their Parts, Virtues and Public _ || 
age Service, being canvaſſed by many, who had | 
N little or no Perſonal Knowledge of them, and - || 
4 75 the Judgments formed by others being ſome- 
82 SF times Malitious, and generally Partial, there 
remains, in moſt Caſes, ſome Juſtice to be 
done to the er i, and real Merits of ſuch Men. This is ji 
but ſeldom a Popular undertaking, The Public is more atten- 
tive to Cenſure, than Praiſe, and, during the Lives of Eminent 
men, a true Deſcription- of them is diſcredited, by the Re- 
ſemblance it bears to the Language of Flattery. 


The Character of Mr. LEGORE is ſo circumſtanced, that a true 
account of Him may venture to appear, without ſoliciting At- 
tention, or Credit. It comes too late to be ſuſpected of Flattery, 
and the Public is prepoſſeſſed in his favor; which would be con- 

B ſiderable {|| 


TSF 


ſiderable Encouragements to an Eſſay of this kind, even without 


the farther Advantage of an Appeal, which might be made, to 
many Great and Reſpectable Perſons, who knew Mr. Leccr, 
and are qualified, to atteſt any Truth, or expoſe any Falſehood, 
concerning Him, 


He was ſo well known, that it ſeems unneceſſary to mention, 
that he was Nobly born. The formal Introduction of a Pedigree 
is ſuperfluous, in the cafe of a Character Eminently Meritorious 
in itſelf; and his noble Family will pardon the Liberty of ſay- 
ing, that, however great the Honor might be, which he derived 
from his Birth, it became inconſiderable, when compared with 
his Perſonal Merits and Excellencies. 


He was not educated at any of thoſe Schools, which produce 


| molt of the Ornaments and Supporters of their Country; but he 


was a remarkable inſtance, how indifferent it is, in what Nurſery 
a Man of ſtrong Parts, nataral Wit, and fuperior Judgment has 
been raiſed. Notwithſtanding he entered upon Buſineſs very 
- early, and applied himſelf to it with the cloſeſt Attention, very 
few of his Rank were fo well acquainted with the moſt emi- 
nent Greek and Roman Claſſics; and he was fingularly happy in 
the Application of Paſſages, which he ſeemed to have had hardly 
time to conſider. | | | 


He was defigned, in his younger Years, for the Service of his 
Country in the Royal Navy; but that Service being at that time 
inactive, he quitted it after one or two Voyages, and becoming 
known to Sir RoBRRT WALPOLE, was received into the Family 
and Confidence of that Miniſter ; and after having filled the 
Station of his Secretary for ſome Years, he obtained a Seat in 
Parliament, and paffed through the ſeveral Offices? of Secretary 
to the Treaſury ; Secretary to the Duke of DEvonsniRE, Father 
of the late Duke, as Lord Lieutenant of Ireland ; one of the 
; Commiſſioners of the Admiralty ; Envoy Extraordinary to the 
Court of BERLIN; Treaſurer of the Navy; Chancellor and Un- 
\ der-Treaſurer of the Exchequer, and one of the Commiſſioners 


of 


Yea Md ad... 6... Ro 


=> _ 


_ —— — Jo x — A 2 ut 3 


a ln AY _ „ „ = 


65 


Privy Council. | 
d, Theſe things are barely, and perhaps not accurately men- 
tioned, becauſe other Men have paſſed thro' ſuch Offices. Emi- 
nence of Station not being, in every caſe, an Argument of Eminent 
n, Worth, it is, in itſelf, but a feeble Recommendation to Poſterity, 


ee and will prove no more at beſt, than that the Perſon exalted 


as vas Fortunate. The Moderation and Equanimity, with which 
Mr. Le6&6GE bore his Succeſs, was the more extraordinary, as he 
4 vas one of the few Men, advanced to high Offices, who are 
h W not ſo much obliged to Fortune, as to Themſelves; and if his 
Character could be duly repreſented to future times, his Promo- 
tion would appear to have done honor to the preſent Age. 


exempt ; and in this view, there are perhaps none, among the 


of Mr. LEGGk. | 
Failings, and they ſo poſſeſſed the Attention of his Obſervers, 


have, that Malice itſelf appears, from ſome things which were 
ſaid of him, to have been quite at a loſs, on what part of his 
Character to alight. : 


it would be a needleſs Exaggeration to repreſent him ſo. But 
ſome of the Virtues he had, appeared ſo much the genuine Re- 
ſult of that happy Conſtitution of Heart and Temper, which 
diſtinguiſhed him, that they became Characteriſtical in Him; 


and a Deſcription of his Perſon and Manner would not pre- 


ſent him more ſtrikingly to the Memory of thoſe, who knew him, 
than the bare mention of his Integrity, Candor and Benevolence. 


of the Treaſury; and he continued, to the laſt, one of his Majeſty's | 


* 


1 
- : 
i 


if 


He did not pretend to be fingular in any of his Virtues, and 


9 
| 


The Characters of Perſons of Diſtinction are often celebrated, | 
by a Recital of the Vices and Failings, from which they are 


moſt exceptionable, totally excluded from Praiſe, But this would | 
be but a poor Deſcription of the real Virtues and Excellencies 
They were inconſiſtent with many or great 


and fo effectually concealed the few Foibles, which he might || 


| 


| 


f 


| 
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(6) LG 
But he was diſtinguiſhed by Abilities leſs common, than even 
His Virtues, They might ſeem to be limited, as having been 
chiefly diſplayed to the Public; in the laſt Office he filled. But the 
fundamental Qualifications for ſuch Offices of Buſineſs, as are 
not profeſional, being much the ſame, it may be ſaid, without 
derogating from the Great Men, who have excelicd in their De- 
partments, that Mr. Leccz was qualified for any. With a pene- 
trating Apprehenſion, and a Memory remarkably tenacious of 
ſubſtantial Knowledge, he had a Judgment fo clear and ſound, 
that it ſeems hardly poſſible for any human Mind, to be more 
Accurate, Unem barraſſed, and Comprehenſive of all the Ideas 
related to the Subject before him, as well as of all the Conſe- 
quences, which follow from comparing them, | 


He aſſiſted theſe great Powers of his Underſtanding, by an 
| indefatigable Induſtry, not commonly annexed to extraordinary 
Parts; and he kept his Mind open for the Admiſſion of any ma- 
terial Inſtruction, by a Modeſty of Temper natural to Men, 
who ſeem to need Inſtruction leaſt. Tho' he was never firſt 


Commiſſioner of the Treaſury, yet his Office of Chancellor of 


the Exchequer. obliging him to move for the Supplies in Par- 
liament, and to propoſe the Ways and Means, he ſeemed to 


think himſelf reſponſible, for his Knowledge in the Buſineſs of 


his Office, as well as for his Integrity in the Diſcharge of it. 
He did not, it is well known, ſolicit, nor accept the Office 
without Reluctance, being diſcouraged by the diſtinguiſhed 
Abilities of two great Predeceſſors of his, whoſe Eminence in 
that Branch was particularly known and underſtood by him. 


* 


But be was prevailed with to facrifice his Eaſe and Happineſs; 
and he ſoon manifeſted, how conſiderable the Sacrifice was, in 


his Eſtimation, by the Affiduity, with which he applied him- 


ſelf to the ſtudy of the whole ſyſtem of the Puble Revenue, as 
well as by the Gratitude, with which he embraced the Aids, 
that Books or Men could give him ; and, by naturalifing in his 
own Mind all the Knowledge he could collect, he acquired in a 
very ſhort ſpace of time, as familiar an Acquaintance with that 
complex 
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omplex important Buſineſs, as if he had been trained up to it 
fom his Infancy, and had made it the ſole Study of his Life. 


He digeſted in his Thoughts, and knew how to deliver with 
he utmoſt Preciſion and Perſpicuity, a methodical Account, of the 
Produce of every Tax ; of its former State ; of its probable future 
Diminution or Increaſe ; of its relation to any other Tax, as well 
s to public Liberty; of the Condition of every branch of Trade 
ind Luxury, and of the Country in general, to bear the Burthens 
kid upon it; of the ſtate of Public Credit, and the due Proportion 
between the Terms of a Loan and the public Exigencies ; of the 
Means of alleviating the national Burthens, by real Oeconomy, 
n the Reduction of the Eſtabliſhment, as well as by Practicable, 
upretending Schemes for the gradual Diſcharge of the public 
Debt; and of the various Contingencies, which might forward 
or retard that great Work. He has left written Evidences of 
the ſingular Skill and Accuracy, with which he conſidered each 
of theſe Subjects. 1 | 


Furniſhed with this Knowledge, to a degree apparently Pe- 
culiar to him, he entered upon his Office, with the additional 
Advantage, of a general Prepoſſeſſion in favor of his Integrity; 
and, during the time he ſerved the Crown in that Department, 
he executed, without the Power of a Miniſter, and without any 
Loſs of Popularity, the moſt Unpopular, tho” at that time neceſ- 
ary Work, of raifing more Supplies, than had ever been. raiſed, 
within the ſame number of years. 


The Popularity of the Adminiſtration, with which he acted, 
and the encouraging Succeſſes of the War, doubtleſs greatly aſ- 
iſted him; and it would be infamous to detract, in any de- 
free, from the Merits of an Adminiſtration, which did ſo much 
lonor to the King and Nation. But they, who have the Spi- 
it to perſevere, in admiring the public Meaſures of that time, will 
lo Mr. LEGGE the Juſtice to confeſs, that his perſonal Merit, 
and his Credit with Parliament and with the Public, were al- 

| C ways 


(3) 
ways clearly diſcernable, when he conducted the invidious part of 
the Buſineſs of Government. „„ 


Without pretending to Eloquence, and with a Subject, which 
will not eaſily admit the Exerciſe of that Talent, he was heard 
with an Attention ſeldom paid to Speeches, which muſt conſiſt 
principally of Arithmetical Details. He was ſure to keep up that 
Attention, by a Preciſion in his Thoughts, which would not 
permit him, had he been inclined, to be tediouſly verboſe; and 
he preſerved his own, and, in a certain degree, the Credit of 
Government, by neither pretending, nor promiſing, more than 


he could, with the ſtricteſt regard to Truth. 


After his Diſmiſſion from Office, he continued, whilſt hi 
Health would permit, to attend, with the fame Application and 
Vigilance, to the national Finances, as a Member of Parliament 
and, in more than one inſtance, he aſſiſted Perſons, who hac 
no particular Claims upon him, rather than the Crown or the 
Public ſhould ſuffer by his Silence. And this he did at : 
Time, when he thought himſelf perſonally affronted, by the Re 
ſolution of a great Board to deprive a near Relation of his, wh 
was not of an Age to be obnoxious to Government himſelf, of a 
Emolument, which had with equal Propriety and Kindneſs bee 
_ conferred upon him. dle 


. ˙ 1 wo aid. “ wl . ec oat . 1 a Ho - 


With ſo deep and extenſive a Fund of Knowledge, ſo. pre 
ciſely arranged in his Mind, and moſt judiciouſly applied to the 
Service of his Country, Mr. LEGGE was eminently qualified for 
the more inactive Enjoyments of Literature. Beſides the Pleaſur 
he extracted from the beſt Hiſtorians, Philoſophers and Divines 
he had a Taſte for Works of Imagination, not common eve 
among Scholars ; and knew how to relieve his Labors and Care: 
in his few vacant hours, with the beſt Writers of that kind, an 
Client and modern, whoſe Beauties he would reliſh and aſſimilate 
to his own Ideas, with all the Satisfaction of an ingenious Ma 
at perfect Leiſure. 


Bu 


ner, that his brighteſt Thoughts dropped from. him, like com- 


(9) 


But his Friends could not ſpare him much uninterrupted Plea- 
ſure of this ſort ; for he had another Faculty, likewiſe foreign to 
the unentertaining track of Buſineſs. He was one of the beſt | 
Companions of his time. His Wit was Copious, Eaſy, Chear- | 
ful, Chaſte and Original. He would animate the graveſt Con- 
verſation with ſome ſtriking Image, which preſented all the eſ- 
ſential Circumſtances of a Subject at once before the Mind; 
and he illuftrated his Images by Embelliſhments, which the moſt 
fruitful Imagination could not produce, without the Aid of a 
moſt  chearful Temper. Having a perpetual Supply of this ſort 
of Entertainment, he was never tempted to have recourſe to the 
poor Expedient of keeping up Mirth by Excefles or Licentiouſ- *| 
neſs. Nor would his Humanity ſuffer him to diſplay his Wit, 
at the expence of any Perſon in Company. He could be lively, | 
without the Aid of other Men's Foibles; or if they preſſed upon 
him ſo directly, as not to be avoided, his Raillery was inoffenfive, || 
and even agreable to the Object of it. If abſent men were men- 
tioned, whom he either difliked or deſpiſed, he had the happy || 
Art of venting his Diſguſt or Contempt by ſome pleaſant Expreſ- || 
ſion of Indifference, which ſheltered perhaps an odious or a de- 
ſpicable Character from more ſevere Reflections, by only giving | 
it a ridiculous Aſpect. Had his good _— been treaſured up, || 
as thoſe of much inferior Wits have been, they would have de- uf 
ſcended to Poſterity; and many of them would have been re- 
liſhed, without a Comment, in any Age. But he aimed at no | 
Reputation of this ſort, and was ſo natural and eaſy in his Man- 


mon Converſation, without the leaſt appearance of any View tog 
the Succeſs, with which they were delivered. 
| 

Theſe extraordinary Powers, which are ſeldom 3 in the | 
fame Mind, and continued remarkably vigorous in his, to his laſt gf 


moments, were the more amiable as well as folid in him, as they 


- in every Reſpect and Relation, an illuſtrious Example of Fidelity || 


were accompanied by a moſt Virtuous Heart, It would be a d 


ainful taſk, and revive the Exceſſes of private Grief, to repre- || 
ſent the Loſs of him in his Domeſtic Character, where he was, || 
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(10) 
| and. Tenderneſs. But his Benevolence was not limited here, 
nor by any other known boundary, than the Limits of his Power, 
or the Demerits perhaps of particular Men. Nor were theſe 
in every caſe, obſtacles to his Good-will. He had doubtleſs 
Penetration enough to diſcern human Failings upon a very {light 


| Acquaintance ; but he never ſuffered his Mind to dwell upon | 


them, if he could diſcover, or thought he had diſcovered, a ſuf. 
ficient quantity of that Probity and Good nature, which he valued 
above other Accompliſhments, and eſteemed a Compenſation for 
many Failings. | | 


He ſeemed more particularly averſe to Hypocriſy and Aﬀec- 
tation of every ſort, perhaps as being moſt oppoſite to his own 
Temper and Character. Common Infirmities appeared either 
Ridiculous or Tolerable to him ; but he could not bear to ſee 


the Commerce of mutual Good-will and Eſteem interrupted by 


the Frauds of unfair Dealers, who give themſelves Credit for 
more Virtue and Ability, than they have. He had a better Right 
than moſt men, to entertain and expreſs a ſtrong Diſlike of ſuch 
Perſons, not only as he was perfectly unaffected himſelf, but 
as he was diſpoſed, in other caſes, to make great Allowances 
for the natural Defire men have to advance forward in Life. He 
was known to contribute warmly, to the utmoſt of his Power, 
ſometimes at the Hazard of his Power, to promote the Views 
of his Friends. He would ingenuouſly confeſs, that he had an 
End of his own, in conferring ſuch Obligations. His State of 


Health, till within a Year before he died, ſeemed to promiſe him 


d 2 vigorous and laſting old age; and he thought a faithful obliged 
Friend would be the moſt valuable of all the Subſidia Senectutis. 


- His Sincerity being like the reſt of his Virtues, tinctured 
with his natural good humor, produced in him that amiable 
Sandor, which ſometimes broke out, in the midſt of political 
Conteſts, in a frank Acknowledgment of Truths on either fide, 
| which little minds, engaged in Conteſts, are ſtudious to ſuppreſs. 

Indeed, he could well afford to be Candid on all Occaſions, be- 

ing conſcious, that the known Purity of his Intentions would ſup- 


port 


- (23%); 
tt him in any Conceſſion, which Truth or Good-nature im- 
* him to make. 


2  & 
* 


vas never known to aſſume falſe Merit in his Conduct, either 


aluing himſelf ſufficiently upon the Merit he could Truly pre- 


„FF ⁵ m A 


timſelf of all his Claims, and truſted to the world, of which 
he had a better Opinion, than men of Penetration generally have, 
that his Conduct, ſo far as it was underſtood, would ſecure to 
him as much Reputation, as he deſired. Nor was he deceived 


him was as general, as he could have wiſhed it to be, had Am- 


bition been his ruling Paſſion. The public Senſe of his Worth. 


was ſignally manifeſted at one time, by many unſought Marks 
of Eſteem, and ſuch, as have always been thought Honourable. 
Nor did they appear to be the reſult of mere tranſient Fits of 
Popularity; for his Reputation continued unſhaken to the End of 
his Life, and the almoſt Univerſal Regret of Men of all Parties 
followed him to his Grave. | 


But the beſt Men cannot paſs thro' Life without ſome Cen- 


ſure, His known Public Conduct, and his exemplary Private | 


Life, ſeemed to ſecure him from any attack of this ſort. But 
Envy and Malice being keen and active, will ſuſpe& where they 
cannot charge, and inſinuate where they cannot accuſe. The 
ſtrict and unaffected Oeconomy he practiſed in behalf of the 
Public, as far as lay in his Power, together with his Averſion in 
his private Life, to the mere glittering Expences of Vanity, 


brought upon him the ſuſpicion of too much Parſimony in his 
Temper, which They, who beſt knew Mr. LEGGE and his 


Affairs, know to have been ill founded. He did not tranſgreſs 


the Bounds of his Fortune, and involve his Poſterity in Difficul- 

ties, in order to purchaſe to Himſelf the temporary Fame of 

Splendor and Magnificence ; but he did full Juſtice to the V orld, 
D 


by 


— 


He was as Wee in \ ſpeaking of Himſelf, as upon: any 
ther ſubject, and, inſtead of urging his Pretenſions with Vehe- 
nence, or, as is en done, with a Diſregard to Truth, He 
ablic or private; and his Friends rather blamed him, for not 


end to. But he was of too gentle and eaſy a Mind, wi avail 


in his Opinion; for the inward Reſpect of Mankind towards 


> (37) Hh 

by living up to his Rank and Fortune, as well as by many 
private Acts of Beneficence, which he was too generous to di. 
vulge; and, after having evinced his diſintereſtedneſs, on many 
Occaſions, in the courſe of public Buſineſs, he amply fatisfied 
thoſe, who might ſuſpect him of Parſimony, or might, from hi 

 Unpretending manner, miſtake him, as wanting the Spirit, of 
which he did not boaſt, that he valued his Honor more, than 
any other Conſideration. SD 


I 


It would have ſufficed to mention this, in general terms, with. 
out entering into a proof of it, had he not made it his dying 
Requeſt to the Noble Perſonage, who was beſt intitled to his 
Affection and Confidence, to lay before the Public, in Vindica- 
tion of him, the only Reaſons he knew of his Diſmiſſion from 
Office. He had acquieſced filently in that Diſmiſſion, appre- 
hending, that the time might come, when his irreproachable 
Conduct and Character would efface the Impreſſion of private 
Miſrepreſentations. But when he found, that the Hopes of a 

Recovery, with which he was often flattered, in the courſe of 
his Diſeaſe, were quite vaniſhed, and that it would be his Lot, 
to die in a State of Diſgrace with a moſt Amiable and Virtuous 
K——, he apprehended for himſelf, leſt his Name, 
which the Beſt men have always wiſhed to tranſmit to Poſterity, | 
ſhould ſuffer from a Preſumption, eaſily propagated, that there 
muſt have been ſomething Wrong in him, to produce a Diſ- 
miſſion, which is, in the Caſe of moſt Individuals removed from 
Offices of State, a Puniſhment of Miſconduct. 
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| He was therefore anxiouſly deſirous, the World ſhould know, 

that he was not turned out for any Blemiſh in his private or public 

Character, and he thought it the moſt ſatisfactory method of ſe- 

curing his poſthumous Reputation, to publiſh the few Papers, | 
which explain his Caſe. He apprehended himſelf intitled to do 
this, in his own Vindication, as the Papers contain no Secrets, 

either of State, or of private Friendſhip. They are, agreeably to} 

his Deſire, here laid before the World, in their original F __ | 

| wit 


(13) 
with only a previous ſhort Narrative of the Tranſaction, which 
occaſioned them. | 


Upon the preſent Dake of BoLTox's Acceflion to his Title, 
in the Year 1759, Mr. LROORE was ſolicited to ſucceed his Grace, 
as one of the Repreſentatives of the County of Southampton, His 
own Seat in Parliament chancing at that time to be vacant. He 
could not well have been importuned to an Undertaking more 
unpleaſant to him, and he declined it more than once, without 
Reſerve. The Buſtle of a popular Election was unnatural to 
his Liberal Mind and Manners, and a Relation of that kind to a 
large County, in which he reſided, might appear inconvenient 
to Him, whoſe hands were at that time filled with public Buſi- 
fineſs. But he was prevailed with to accept the Offer, by the re- 
peated Intreaties of his Friends, which were enforced by the 
Plea, that his Fortune and Character would do Credit to a Party, 
which had all his Life been countenanced by Government, and 
with which He had ever acted Uniformly, tho' with undiſ- 
ſembled Moderation and Good Humor towards the other Party. 
And he had the farther Encouragement, of hoping, from the | 
Intereſt of the Crown exerted in his favor, in Conjunction with 
that of the then prevailing Party in the County, as well as with 
his own Perſonal Intereſt, which was very conſiderable, that his 
Election would not be conteſted. | 


However, he fell into the diſagreable Work of a Conteſt. His 
Competitor was Mr. STUART, now Sir SIMEON STYART ; and 
he found Mr. STUART's Intereſt adopted by a noble Lord, with 
whom Mr. LEOGOCER was not at variance; who had no apparent 
Relation of any kind to the County; whom therefore Mr. 
Le6GE did not think of conſulting, before he reſolved to comply 
with the Defire of his Friends. 


After the County had been canvaſſed on both ſides, Mr. 
STUART thought fit to decline, and Mr. Le6Gsx received the 
following Letter; 


_ * Downing» | 


(14) 
os Downing Street, . 2 5th, Monday Evening, 


« Dear Sir, 


« Lord Bute ſent to me this Morning, and told me, that having | 


« an Opportunity of ſaving you, he had embraced it, and done 
« you an act of Friendſhip; for that Mr. Stuart having been 


ce with him for his Advice, whether to leave or purſue the Elec. 


« tion, as ſome of Mr. Stuart's friends thought this critical Sea- 


ce fon of an Invaſion hanging over the Kingdom to be a very im- 


e proper time for parliamentary Conteſts, his Lordſhip had de- 
( termined the point for relinquiſhing the purſuit; in conſequence 
of which Mr. Stuart was to acqaint you with his Reſolution of 
« declining a Poll. Lord B. added, that neither he, nor the 


greater Perſon, whoſe Name hath been uſed during the Com- 


ce petition, would ever treat you with the more Coldneſs for 
«© what hath happened: your part having been taken under an 
A Ignorance of their Views and Intentions ; that Lord B. ex- 


cted however, as he had a Claim upon you, in right of 


% Friendſhip, that you will concur with Him, and give your 
.« Aid to the Perſon he ſhall recommend, at a future > 
« T anſwered to the iaſt Point, that I knew not, how far 

« would think yourſelf bound in Honor to act with the Body of 
„ Whigs on ſuch an Occaſion; but if this Conſideration did not 
ce hinder, I was ſure you would be happy, to give him that or 
any other Evidence of your * for him. 


e You will be pleaſed therefore to conſider well, and (if you 

© pleaſe) with the Advice of your Friends, before you give an 
j 8c * on this head, that may tie you down, for on that an- 
* {wer you pany ſee, very much will depend. 


4 ] am, 
c Dear Sir, 


« faithfully Yours, | 


To 


2 M. 


_ 3 _ Py ”- _ _ oY ** A 


RY 
To this Letter Mr. LEGO returned the following Anſwer ; 


e Holte, Der. 1759. 


c Dear M. 
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« I return you many thanks for your Letter. Since I receiv- 
ed it, I have had an Opportunity of ſeeing a little more of the 
Spirit and Temper of the County, and can anfwer it better, 
than I could have done fooner. L —r H e do me 
great Juſtice in ſuppoſing I was totally ignorant of their con- 
cerning themſelves at all in the Hampfhire Election, at the 
time my Engagements were taken, Tam obliged to Lord B. 
for any Intentions he had to fave me, by the Advice he gave to 
drop the Oppoſition; but if Mr. Stuart,' or his Friends, had 
accepted the Offer I made, with the Concurrence of my 
Friends, at the beginning, and as ſoon as I diſcovered what 


been ſecured, the Peace of the County never been interrupted, 


little leſs than 50ool. a piece ſaved to us both, and what is 


ſtill of more Conſequence, a Month's Fermentation of Parties 


been intirely prevented, which never fails to turn them all ſour, 


Many of theſe good Conſequences had likewiſe been obtained, 


« if the Gentlemen had conſulted, and enabled Lord B. to put 


cc 


« 
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an end to the Conteſt, before I left London, when you know 
how unwilling I was to puſh it to Extremity. 


« As to the Event of the Election, there was not the leaſt 


doubt about it. The County was thoroughly canvaſſed, and 


upon as exact Returns, as I believe ever are or can be made in 


a Caſe of this kind, I could have given Mr. Stuart all the doubt- 
ful ones and all the Neuters, in addition to his own Poll, and 
yet have carried the Election by a Majority of 1400. I did not 
come into a ſingle Town, (except Alton) where it was not 
expected every day, that the Oppoſition would be given up, 
and where almoſt any Odds would not have been laid, that it 
never came to a Poll. Nor do I think, any Conſultation 


would have been held about dropping the Affair, if all the 
"0 « Money 


turn the Election might take, Every Wiſh of Mr. Stuart's had I 
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« Money ſubſcribed againſt me, and more, had not been «x. 
« pended, and all Probability of carrying the Point intirely 
« vaniſhed. This is my own firm Opinion and Belief, and yet, 


«© whoever reads my Advertiſement will ſee, that I have acted | 


« with the utmoſt Candor, and given my Opponents Credit for 


te ſuch Motives of Retreat, as I am ſure do Them no Diſhonour. 


« The Expence indeed would have been enormous, if the Dit. 
« pute had been carried thorough, and ſo far I'own there is 2 
« Saving to us Both, for I am convinced it would have amounted 


te to above 20,000l. a piece. This is a Sum I ſhould have felt | 


« ſeverely, and yet after my Offer to Compromiſe had been re- 


| « jected, I muſt and would have ſpent it, and could have done 


« it, without mortgaging my Eſtate ; I leave you to judge, what 
« Effect it would have had on Mr, Stuart's. | 


After ſaying thus much, I am very far from having any per- 
“ ſonal Diſlike to Mr. Stuart; on the contrary, I think he has 
e been cruelly treated by ſome of his Friends, and if the pre- 
„ yailing Party in this County will receive him without Oppoſi- 
« tion, I ſhall be very well fatisfied and glad of it. But if the 
Whigs and Diſſenters, who are very numerous in this County, 
“ will make a Point of oppoſing him, it will be impoflible for 
* me to declare for Him, and abandon thoſe, who have ſup- 
« ported me, to take part with thoſe, againſt whom they have 
« ſupported me. This would not only put my own Election in 
« Jeopardy, but be ſo ungrateful and diſreputable a part for me 
to act, that it would in the ſame proportion make my Aſſiſt- 
te ance ineffectual to the Perſon I ſhould join with. 

* Fam; oc. : 
K. Legoe.” 


Upon this Anſwer, Mr. LEGO received a verbal Meſſage from 
Lord B. by Mr. M. Dec. 12, . 1759, the Purport of which was, 
as it ſtands upon Mr. LEOGOGE's Paper, © that he ſhould bid adieu 
eto the County of Southampton at the general Election, and aſ- 
e fiſt, as far as lay in his power, the P of W=—-s Nomi- 
F nation of two Members; to which Meſſage a categorical An- 

{wer 


”» 
| —_— —_ _— — a 
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ſwer was required, and Mr LOGE ſent the following, in writ- 


ay ing, on the lame day; ; 

* Mr. Legge underſtanding it to be expected, that He be : 
or never had engaged at all in the County of Southampton, if the 
ir MI Intentions of L—rH— had been in time communicated to him) 
. © ſhall not only refuſe to be choſen himſelf at the next general 
Election, but aſſiſt Lord Carnarvon and Mr. Stuart, in Oppo- 
d ſition to thoſe, who have ſupported Mr. Legge at the late Elec- 


« tion; is determined to ſubmit to any Conſequences rather, than 
* incur ſo great a Diſgrace,” 


Lord B. ſent a Reply the ſame day, which Mr. M. wrote 
down from his mouth, in the following Words; - 


« The Inſtant Mr. Legge repreſents b as bound in — * 
not to decline ſtanding for Hampſhire, at the next general Elec- 
« tion, Lord B. is firmly perſuaded, that the P will by qo 
means defire it of him; but he does out of real Friendſhip to 
Mr. Legge beſcech him to conſider very ſeriouſly, whether, 
« after triumphing over the P——'s Inclinations at preſent, Lord 
« B. has any Method left of removing Prejudices, that the late 
« unhappy Occurrences have ſtrongly impreſſed the P with, 
« than by being enabled to aſſure him, that Mr. Legge will, as 
« far as ſhall be in bis Power, co- -operate with his R | 
« H—'s Wiſhes at the next general Election.” > 


Mr. LEGGE returned the following final Anſwer ; 


„ Tho' in fact Mr. Legge has been ſo unhappy, as to find 
© himſelf oppoſed to the P—— of W 's Inclinations, yet as 
to Intention, Mr. Legge feels himſelf intirely blameleſs; and 
has too high a Veneration for the P of W 8 Juſtice 
to think, He will conceive laſting Prejudices againſt any Man, 

for reſiſting thoſe * of which he was totally] Worm. 


As 


ET 


« As Mr. Legge flatters himſelf, this Conſideration will induce 
* the P of W to forgive his entering into. Engage. 
“ ments with the County of Southampton, he is certain, that hi 
© R-— H— - will not condemn his adhering to thoſe Er. 
te gagements, when entered into. 


ce God forbid, Mr. Legge ſhould be ſuſpected of triump hing 
te over the P of W——'$ Inclinations ! The Contrary was 
«© ſo much his Intention, that from the Moment he diſcovered, 
te which way thoſe Inclinations lay, there was no Endeavour he 
* did not uſe, to avoid the Diſpute with Honor; nor did Mr. 
« Legge exert himſelf, either in point of Expence or perſonal 
« Application, till all Compromiſe being rejected, he had no 
c other Part left to act. 


Mr. Legge is obliged to Lord B. for the Friendſhip he ex- 
e preſſes toward him. Surely his Lordſhip cannot doubt but 

te that Mr. Legge ſhould be extreamly glad, if he could find 
« himſelf in ſuch a Situation, as would permit him to have 
e the Honor of obeying the P of W s Commands, and 
“ ſeconding his Wiſhes, without breaking the Faith he has 
« openly and publicly pledged to the County of Southampton, 
« 'This if he were to do, he ſhould forfeit all Title to the P 
« of W 's Countenance and Protection as certainly, as he 
e knows he ſhould forfeit his R H 's private good 
6 Opinion.“ 


. Here the Correſpondence ended. His late Majeſty. died the 
year following, and at the End of the firſt Seſſion of Parliament, 
after his preſent Majeſty's Acceſſion, Mr. LER GOGH was diſmiſſed, 
or, as he choſe to expreſs it, TURNED our, after having ſerved the 
Crown and the Public, in his Department, during that Seſſion, 
with his uſual Ability and Fidelity. 


He had abundant Reſources, in his own Mind, to reconcile 
him to private Life, and might have had his Diſgrace gloſſed over 


by 
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by a Favor, which he declined. He faid, it was his Duty to 
$/BMIT, but not, to AppRovE. He had the more valuable and 
independent Satisfaction, ſoon after the Event, to be Unanimouſly 
choſen to repreſent the County of Southampton, at the general 
Election. | | 


TheCircumſtances of his laſt Illneſs are no farther connected with 
this Account of him, than as ſome of them remarkably confirmed 
it, by exhibiting the natural Serenity of a ſtrong and good Mind, 
in the laſt and greateſt of all human Diſtreſſes As he was above 
diſſembling his Satisfaction at the Hopes of Life, which frequently 
appeared, ſo as he was above regretting the Loſs of longer Life, 
or dreading the Approachof Death, when his Caſe was pronounced 
deſperate, He would reaſon about the little difference betwixt 
dying at one time or another, or of this or that Diſeaſe, with a 
moſt exemplary Calmneſs, and with the ſame undiſturbed ſtate of 
Mind, with which any Philoſopher, in perfect Health, ever 
wrote about Death, And when the Sentence of Nature againſt 
him appeared quite irrevocable, he was a ſhining, tho' melancholy, 
Inſtance of a Truth, from which great Concluſions have been 
drawn, that the Life and Vigor of the human Mind may continue 
to the laſt, unimpaired by the moſt extreme Weakneſs and De- 


cay of Body. 


It would be too little to ſay of ſo Excellent a Man, that the 
Memory of him will be honored, during the Lives of his Sarvi- 
vors; for, if eminent Ability and Integrity, manifeſted in Offices 
the higheſt Truſt and Conſequence ; if a Zeal for public Li- 
Þ-rty, exerted on all proper Occaſions, with Firmneſs and De- 
concy ; if all the Talents and Virtues, which render Men Reſpec- _ 
able and Amiable, united in one Conſpicuous Character, and , 
applied to the Benefit of Mankind, give that Character any Chance 
for permanent Fame after Death, it may be Confidently hoped. 
that Mr. LE6GE will, in the Opinion of Poſterity, be intitled to 
one of the firſt Places among the Wok r HIREs of the preſent Age. 


EI 
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COLLECTION of the moſt 8 LET TERS on the Ge 

ment, Liberty, and Conſtitution of ENGLAND; which have occaſionally 
appeared in the public Papers, from the Death of the late Earl of EGREMonT, 
to the preſent Time. 

* It is univerſally known, that the public papers do frequently contain many. 
excellent Letters, which are too valuable to be conſigned to oblivion with the com- 
mon news of the day: Therefore, this method of collecting them into volumes has 
been adopted, as the only means of preſerving them from ſo unjuſt a fate; and 

rhaps, of rendering them both uſeful and entertaining to the curious and judicious, '; 
who will doubtleſs conſider them as the ſtrongeſt and moſt genuine marks of the 
ſpirit of the times, 

Printed for J. ALMON, oppoſite Burlington- Houſe in Piccadilly. 
Where may be had: 

1. The three firſt volumes. Price bound 9s. or ſew'd 7s. 6d. 

2. A Letter concerning Juries, Libels, Warrants, Sureties for the Peace, S. 
upon the principles of Law and the Conſtitution. 4th Edit. Price 18. 6d. 

A Letter from Candor to the Public Advertiſer : containing a ſeries of con- 
Aitutional remarks on ſome late intereſting trials, and other points of the moſt 
eſſential conſequence to civil liberty. Second Edition, Price 1s. | 

4. A Defence of the Minority in the Houſe of Commons on the Queſtion 
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